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In Loving Dedication... 
 

Some of my sweetest memories of our family life have been those 
moments digging through Scripture with my children.  I have learned 

so many lessons that have REALLY made a difference in my life 
as I have studied with them!  I have been held accountable for 

learning Memory Verses and ACTUALLY learned how to Memorize 
Scripture for the first time in my life...just from my dear children! 

 
This guide would have been impossible without my darling children.  

It is to them that I lovingly dedicate this work.  Matthew and 
Elisabeth, my prayer is that God will bless you both so very richly!  

I pray that you will continue to LOVE God’s Word with all your 
heart, soul, and mind.  I pray that as you grow older, you will have 

a fervent passion to share this precious Word with others!  I 
thank you for all you have done to make this book possible from 
your questions to your illustrations to helping me make dinner! 
Thanks!  May you both be challenged to greatness as you finish 

this study! 
 

I also lovingly dedicate this work to my darling husband, Harold.  
Thanks for encouraging me all along the way!  You have been such 
a precious spiritual leader as you have brought out my Spiritual 

Gifts and nurtured me while I have learned to share them with our 
family and now with others! Thanks! 

 
Finally, I lovingly dedicate this work to our Precious Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  I thank You, Lord for teaching us through 
Your Word about Yourself and Your Work throughout Eternity! 

This book of the Bible has taught me so much about Your absolute 
and meticulous control over all the events of our lives!  I praise 

You for Your Mighty Work and Protection through it all!  May this 
work of mine be a glory and honor to You!  

 
Love, Cindy 
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Welcome… 
 

Welcome to our study guide for the first six chapter of the Book of Daniel!  This book 
was written for the purpose of sharing our questions from our study of the Book of 
Daniel.  It was challenging to set up these lessons for other families because every family 
is so different.  Because of this, we would like to offer some ideas for implementing this 
study into your home. 
 
We begin each day in our home with our Quiet Times.  During this time, we have our 
individual Bible Study and Reading/Prayer/Bible Memory Time.  We each keep Journals, 
which include our personal study notes, prayer requests, and Bible memory work.  I have 
enclosed a brief article on how we have set up our Bible Journals to give you some ideas 
for setting up your own Journals.  You can do this any way that works best for you! 
 
In addition to our Quiet Times, we read through the Bible each evening as a family and 
we have a daily Bible Study each morning as a family.  We have used this book for our 
daily Family Bible Study.  This time is a premium in Christian Families.   Very few 
families in our culture set aside this time of the day.  Perhaps this is the reason that we 
have seen our culture turn their hearts away from our Lord.  It does not matter which time 
of day that you choose to use this study or exactly how you implement the lessons…just 
that you take time daily to spend time in deep study of God’s Word! 
 
As you look through this study guide, you will find that there is great detail studying 
through this book of the Bible.  The detail is for several reasons.  First, we need to 
practice taking a closer look at the Bible if we are to make it part of our lives.  Secondly, 
the Bible is daily food for our growing yet often, weary bodies.  As we chew upon it bit 
by bit, we find ourselves better prepared for our daily work and all of our daily battles.  
Also, we find that the deeper we study in our home, the more that we have to share with 
one another and others.  It seems that as we study deeper, even my youngest child makes 
more application and shares more wisdom! This time is truly precious and must be seized 
before all else that we find ourselves doing each day! 
 
The lessons are meant to only cover a verse or two a day.  If you feel that your family can 
cover more, feel free to do so…but remember that this study is intended to slow your 
family down to really chew on God’s Word.  If you find this to be too much, take it 
slower…or just discuss the passage orally.  You can even come back to this study again 
as your children get older to dig even deeper!  I need to note here that these questions are 
also designed to encourage the parents to dig deeper as the family works through this 
book of the Bible.  For this reason, we use this study for every member of our 
family…little ones up to parents! 
 
We have set up the Chapters to be covered in the following manner.  The first day of each 
chapter, you will review what you have learned up to date.  During this time, ask your 



Step by Step Through Daniel 
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 5 

children what THEY remember up to date and really listen! You will be amazed at how 
much they can really remember from the past studies.  Give them time to really think 
through their answers.  I encouraged our children to quietly write down their answers, 
although it is perfectly fine for this program to be studied orally.  (If you have younger 
children, we recommend that you study orally with them.)  After my children wrote their 
answers, we discussed their answers…usually this triggered them to answer more on their 
page.  That is perfectly fine!   
 
After each Review, we encourage reading through the entire chapter.  This helps the 
children to see a complete picture of the passage.  It also establishes the habit of looking 
through the entire passage of Scripture to find answers for daily life!  This habit can be 
used later as your children mature to give them ideas for studying deeper.  My son 
currently jots down passages of Scripture from Sermons he hears so that he can go back 
to the passages during his Quiet Time to look at the whole passage.  This is a wonderful 
way to “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” (2 Timothy 2: 15)  This habit will 
develop your child’s ability to discern Truth from Error while getting to know God 
better! 
 
In our family, we work on the Memory Work each day.  Our children use the Memory 
Verse as Copywork in their Copybooks, Journals, and even on recipe cards.  We try to 
quote our verses every day before each lesson to be sure that God’s Word is firmly 
planted in our hearts.  If you prefer to use other verses in place of these, feel free to do so.  
Just practice the verse of your choice each day before you begin your study. 
 
One other thing that we have found to be a blessing is keeping Prayer lists.  For this 
reason, we have enclosed a list in the back of this book to jot down requests, dates, and 
answers while you study this Book of the Bible.  You may want to keep your own lists in 
your Bible Journals or in a Family Prayer List.  Just encourage this important habit.  This 
is such a precious history of God’s Work in the lives of your family!  When your children 
find themselves feeling frustrated because some requests just take time to see God move, 
you will have a record of God’s answers and faithfulness in other areas of their lives! 
 
Since I feel that the primary lessons of Bible Study are Spiritual, you will see the primary 
focus daily on getting into God’s Word, discussing the Bible as a family, helping one 
another memorize the Bible, and encouraging one another in prayer.  But, you will also 
find much practice of literary skills in this study.  There will be assignments for looking 
up vocabulary.  You may use the Dictionary in the back of the book or you may want to 
use your own Dictionary.  I have condensed my definitions from Noah Webster’s 1828 
Dictionary.  This dictionary is one of my primary tools for my personal Bible Study.  My 
prayer is that through this study, your family will develop the habit of looking up those 
words that we so easily pass by without fully understanding.  This will give a deeper 
understanding of the Bible.  This habit also teaches a valuable skill of researching topics 
more deeply.   
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Another skill that you will see encouraged is Copywork.  There are passages in this study 
that are wonderful for Copywork.  All of the great passages will not be copied…they 
would make a wonderful assignment for Language Arts if you are short on ideas!  
Copywork is for all ages and you will find this a natural way to teach Bible and 
Language Arts to your children. 
 
If you will notice, we have also incorporated Narration into this study.  Narration is 
simply retelling what has been read.  You will see this all throughout the study.  
Answering most of these questions will be through the use of narration in various forms.  
Drawing pictures of what is read will be another means of narration.  Using Narration in 
your Bible Study will develop the mental “muscles” of your children thus enabling them 
to become great writers!  It will also encourage your children (and YOU!) to pay closer 
attention to the passage at hand!  As you discuss passages of Scripture, encourage your 
children to dig deeper!  This will further encourage them to develop a passion for God’s 
Word! 
 
As you dig into this study, trust the Holy Spirit to be your Guide.  The answers are not 
provided in this text…only questions.  The answers ARE found in The Bible as the Holy 
Spirit leads you and your family through.  Our prayer is that this study will teach you and 
your family many priceless Truths from God’s precious Word while growing each of you 
closer to Him Step by Step! 
 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be 

perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
2 Timothy 3: 16-17 
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Help for Teaching Bible… 
(Taken from Language Arts…The Easy Way!) 

 
"But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them: And that from a child thou hast known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  

 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
 
     The Bible is A WHOLE, LIVING BOOK!  It is our responsibility to give the children 
direct contact with this wonderful Book of Life from infancy so that they may be 
prepared and perfectly furnished for every good work!   
 
     It was the Spring of 1991 when I first read Susan Schaeffer Macaulay’s book, For the 
Children’s Sake.  My entire life, including the direction that I was going with our 
Homeschool, was totally changed by the ideas presented in that one little book!  As I 
think back, there was one primary quote that I remember from that time of study.  I guess 
this is because this one quote totally changed the way I taught my children, the classes at 
church, and even myself!  Here is that awesome quote… 
 
     "Lesson Books- A child has not begun his education until he has acquired the habit of 
reading to himself, with interest and pleasure, books fully on a level with his intelligence.  
I am speaking now of his lesson books - which are all too apt to be written by persons 
who have never chanced to meet a child.  All who know children, know that they do not 
talk twaddle and do not like it, and prefer that which appeals to their understanding.  
Their lesson-books should offer matter for their reading, whether aloud or to themselves: 
therefore they should be written with literary power.  As for the matter of these books, let 
us remember that children can take in ideas and principles, whether the latter be moral or 
mechanical, as quickly and clearly as we do ourselves (perhaps more so); but detailed 
processes, lists, and summaries blunt the edge of the child's delicate mind.  Therefore, the 
selection of their first lesson books is a matter of grave importance, because it rests with 
these to give children the idea that knowledge is supremely attractive and that reading is 
delightful.  Once the habit of reading his lesson books is set up in a child, his education is 
not completed, but ensured; he will go on for himself in spite of the obstructions which 
school too commonly throws his way." (Charlotte Mason, Home Education, Page 220) 
 
     If that was not enough to revamp our method for teaching Bible in our home, I ran 
across a little book by John C. Ryle entitled The Duties of Parents.  I would like to share 
a quote with you from it,  
 
"He that is well-grounded in it (the Bible) will not generally be found a waverer, and 
carried about by every wind of new doctrine.  Any system of training which does not 
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make a knowledge of Scripture the first thing is unsafe and unsound.  Care not so much 
for their (the children) being mighty in the catechism, as for their being mighty in the 
Scriptures.  This is the training, believe me, that God will honor.  See that your children 
read the Bible reverently.  Train them to look on it, not as the word of men, but as it is 
The Truth, the Word of God, written by the Holy Ghost Himself,--all true, all profitable, 
and able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  See that 
they read it regularly.  Train them to regard it as their soul's daily food, --as a thing 
essential to their soul's daily health.  See that they read it all.  You need not shrink from 
bringing any doctrine before them.  You need not fancy that the leading doctrines of 
Christianity are things which children cannot understand.  Children understand far more 
of the Bible than we are apt to suppose.  Fill their minds with Scripture.  Let the Word 
dwell in them richly.  Give them the Bible, the whole Bible, even while they are young." 
 
     We do want our children well grounded in the Bible.  We want our children to be able 
to be firm when others might would waver or be carried about.  We want our children to 
be mighty in Scriptures…in the ideas of the Scriptures, not just a bunch of parroted facts.  
Because of this we believe that we must use the Bible…the Whole Bible…with our 
children from infancy!  How do we do this?  Through our Quiet Times, Formal Bible 
Study, Daily Bible Reading and Bible Memory! 
 

Learning from the Bible… 
  
     In our home, we have committed to bringing our children in direct contact with the 
Bible.  The Bible ALONE, not Bible programs and Bible Curriculum!  There is a real 
temptation to look for the perfect Bible program, guide, curriculum, and storybook.  I 
love what Nancy Campbell said one month in her magazine Above Rubies, "There is 
really no need to provide programs geared toward young children and youth.  What we 
all need is God's Word, pure and simple because 'Faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God.' (Romans 10:17)"   
 
     For our children to come to faith in God, we must bring them to Him; not to an 
interpretation of Him, or a cute, flashy curriculum that never gets around to teaching His 
actual words!  There really is not any better program or curriculum than the Bible itself 
for us to use in teaching our children! 
 
     This sounds great…but what if you do not KNOW the Bible yourself??  First of all, do 
not feel as though YOU must have all of the answers yourself!  So many parents never 
get around to teaching their children the Bible just from pure fear!  Fear of what?  Fear of 
not knowing the answers!  Fear of not knowing what to teach!  Fear of doing the wrong 
thing!  My friend, God is not the author of fear!  He will meet you at the point of 
obedience!  Do not worry about the answers, God can answer ALL the questions... just 
give Him time and direct access to the children!   
 
     Don't know what Bible curriculum to use...use the Bible!  It is infallible!  It is true!  It 
has all wisdom and power!  It is the very heart and soul of God in print!   Break free from 
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fear and let God have direct contact with your family!  Steer away from Bible Stories, 
commentaries, and devotionals.  Perhaps, on this topic no one has said it better than 
Charlotte Mason in her book Toward A Philosophy of Education, "The expressed 
knowledge attainable by us has its source in the Bible, and perhaps we cannot do a 
greater indignity to children than to substitute our own or some other benevolent person's 
rendering for the fine English, poetic diction, and lucid statement of the Bible."   
 
     I wholeheartedly agree with Miss Mason.  We must not make this mistake in the small 
amount of time that we have with our children.  I would never want someone to give my 
writing to their children as a substitute for the very words of God!  How tragic!  Yet, that 
is what we are doing when we purchase and use Bible stories, commentaries, and 
devotionals in the place of the Bible.  We cannot expect the same results from the writing 
of men and women that we can get from the very words of God!   
 
     So, how do we give our children those very words of God?  Through a daily Bible 
Reading and study time and through a systematic plan for memorizing Scripture.  Here 
are some ideas… 
 

The Rushton Bible Reading Plan... 
 
     We keep our Bible Reading very simple…Here are ideas that you may want to use in 
your home Bible Reading Time… 
• Pray...never begin a time of Bible Study on your own!  Go to the Lord in prayer! Ask 

Him to teach each of you!  He will be faithful to your request! 
• Review from your last reading...As we read through our Daily Bible Reading we 

begin by reviewing the passage from the day before.  I allow our children to do this.  
They love this! 

• Read aloud from the Bible! 
• Narrate story from Scripture...this is simply letting the children re-tell what the 

passage is about.  If it is not a passage that is easily shared in a story, then let them 
share their insights into the passage! 

• Discuss ideas, any questions, and any difficult words.  Look up any new places on 
a map.  This is WHY you should read/study Scripture WITH your children.  This is 
when you will share insights with one another...glean deeper truths from 
Scripture...really search for more than the casual glance at Scripture! 

• Pray...ask God to really work in your lives to make your study applicable in your 
lives! 

 
Helps for Bible Memorization 

 
     These ideas are included to help you as you hide God’s Whole Word in Your heart… 
 
• Make a commitment to learn a certain amount of scripture each week.   
• Be consistent!  Set aside a regular time each day for working on memory work.  We 

usually work on ours individually during our Quiet Times.  
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• Have a set time to quote your passages to one another.  
• Allow opportunities to quote what they know.  The hardest part is learning your 

verses, the most fun is quoting it, so make opportunities to quote them!  Make it be 
tickets to go play, to eat dessert...you get the point! 

• Sing scripture songs.  Steve Green has a great tape for children Hide 'em in Your 
Heart.  You can get his or others at your local Christian bookstore. 

• Memorize passages together.  We are now trying to memorize Psalm 1 together as a 
family.  This makes it easier to quote along the way! 

• Write it out.  Keep Bible Journals!  
• Play games...Write out scripture on index cards, one word on each card.  Scramble 

and try to put in order...Write out scripture on a piece of paper with your words 
separated enough that you can cut it out into a puzzle, while you are putting it 
together, see if you can remember what is missing!  When swimming, have a race to 
see who can quote a scripture first and then race to the other side.  You get the idea, 
so have fun! 

• Let your older children help the younger ones memorize verses. 
• Don't know what to memorize? Try to memorize verses in which you can use for 

your personal life…Verses to help with specific temptations. (As matter of fact, you 
may want to make and keep a list of verses related to areas of your weakness and 
temptation!) Verses to help encourage you, as well as, your loved ones. Verses for 
evangelism.  Verses which are God's sweet promises.   

 
     Using The Greatest Whole Book, the Bible will be your key to discipling your 
children.  The study of the Bible gives your children that deep, eternal love of God!  
Bible study gives them an awe and reverence for God!  Bible study gives them the 
light on their path, which reveals God's will in their tender lives!  Using God’s Word 
gives them the full armor to protect and fortify them from Satan's attacks. The Word 
of God goes deep into our souls bringing us directly to God just as we are!  My 
challenge is for parents to give their children real Scripture, direct contact with God!      
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Creating Bible Journals… 
(Taken from Language Arts…The Easy Way!) 

 
     In our home, discipleship is the #1 priority.  If nothing else is done each day, we 
consider a day a success if we have further instilled the disciplines of a consistent 
Christian walk.  Likewise, God has sent blessings immeasurable as we have been faithful 
to encourage our children to their daily quiet time...to seek God EACH day...and to keep 
a record of that walk with God! 
 
     Bible Journals are a "given" with our family...we are fully convicted about equipping 
our children fully for their walk with God and we are fully convinced of the worth of 
keeping Journals/Notebooks! Do you wonder where I get the conviction for Journals?  In 
Scripture, we see that God instructs us over and over to REMEMBER what He teaches 
us...to REMEMBER the wonders that He has done in our lives!  God instructed His 
people to WRITE down in a book His work among them, His Words spoken to 
them...warnings and promises!  
 
     Our Bible Journals are our feeble attempt to instill the discipline of writing down the 
work of God in our lives.  They are very personal and are not evaluated as schoolwork.     
Our Bible Journals are simply 5-subject spiral bound (9 1/2 in. X 6 in.) Notebooks.  You 
could use a small 3-ring binder if you prefer.  We prefer the spiral bound because they 
already have the dividers and sections petitioned off and they are more economical and 
easier to carry along to church.   
 
     We divide our Notebooks into the following sections: 
1.  Sunday Morning Worship Notes 
2.  Sunday Evening Worship Notes 
3.  Wednesday Evening Worship Notes 
4.  Quiet Time Notes 
5.  Prayer Lists and Memory Verse Lists 
 
     We began at an early age discipling our children to take notes in Church.  It began as 
they drew pictures or copied words in their "Journals" just as Mommy did in hers.  This 
built the discipline and now they take notes on their own in the Church Services and 
Bible Studies.  During Church, Matthew (11) does not always keep up with the complete 
outlines, but he does keep up with key thoughts and Scripture references.  He has been 
doing this since he was 7 but of course, not like he does today! 
 
     At home, we began the first real Journals through our Copywork.  The children would 
copy passages of Scripture into their Notebooks.  This developed the discipline for them 
to keep their own personal Bible Journals because Copywork is a daily discipline.  The 
children keep their insights and thoughts jotted down as they study through their quiet 
times.  They also copy verses that are memorized into their Notebooks. Matthew spends 
his quiet time jotting down thoughts, insights, and copying special Scriptures that he 
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wants to commit to memory...yes, he learns 10 times as much as old mom does!  He has 
been copying larger amounts of Scripture during his quiet time into his Scripture 
Notebook too like Psalm 1, Psalm 23, Matthew 5, The Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments.  I give him freedom to copy his own gems and I have seen great 
benefits in his "school skills" as a result. ...Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all of 
these things shall be added unto you?  Yes, God blesses our faithfulness!  Not only do the 
children learn the skills of writing, but also Bible Journals are great for review and to 
encourage the children as they look back and see ALL the wonderful verses that they 
have hidden in their heart!   
 
     Because there are often so many things to remember in our prayers we have adopted a 
systematic plan for prayer. We were encouraged a few years ago by our church to have a 
program set up to pray.  We did use their program for several years but now we have 
gotten really simple in our way of remembering requests.  We have a list in the back of 
our Notebook of needs that we are concerned about praying for.  It is so neat to be able to 
check off the answered prayers!  On those days that we have a request that seems too 
BIG to our little heavy hearts, we can just go back and see all the answers that God has 
provided!  Another bonus...we have a great history of God's work in our lives!      
 
     On the last 20 pages or so of the notebook, we keep a list of Bible verses we are 
committing to memory.  As we memorize them, we check them off but still have them in 
the list for review.  Each week, we have a time of accountability when we quote our 
verses and share highlights from our quiet times.  This is what keeps our Notebook alive 
and purposeful.  It is amazing to see prayers being answered, to share insights from quiet 
times and services, and to actually see our growth as Christians as we walk along 
together.   
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A Challenge for Parents… 
 

Worldviews...For Such a Time as This! 
(A reprint from Time for Tea… revised just for you!) 

 
He was just a little boy. He would grow to become a mighty and very powerful leader. 
They knew it! That is why he was one of the “certain” children to be chosen for an 
educational program just perfect for re-training the elite! Everything he had been taught 
of his parents would be undermined. He would be taught the ideas and tongue of a people 
with a different view of life! How did he fair? Much better than many children, 
because he was firm in the Worldview of his parents. Even though this little boy was 
taken away from his childhood home, he “purposed in his heart” to stay true to the 
training of his parents! By doing so, he changed the culture around him…and went down 
in history! 
 
Who is this marvel? I am sure that you have guessed by now that this young person was 
none other than Daniel. Let’s go to Daniel1: 3... 
 
“And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 
certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes; Children 
in whom was no blemish, but well favored, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning 
in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand 
in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the 
Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of 
the wine he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they 
might stand before the king. Now among these were the children of Judah, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: 
for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; 
and to Mishael, of Meshach; and of Azariah, of Abednego. But Daniel purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs 
that he might not defile himself.” 
 
Let’s go back in time here! God’s people had seen mighty works. You know many of 
them…the calling of Abraham and the mighty leading of God in his life…God’s work in 
the lives of the great men such as Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph…God’s protection of His 
people by taking them into Egypt during the great famine…God’s deliverance of His 
people from the great and mighty Egyptians…the wanderings in the wilderness and 
God’s provision of their every need…and finally the entrance of His people into the long-
awaited Promised Land of Canaan! Daniel lived his life around the time of the 
prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah spent 42 years preaching, warning, pleading, and trying to 
wake up the nation to no avail! Jeremiah had warned his people that unless they repented 
of their sins and turned back to the Lord that great judgment would befall them. As we 
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enter the time of Daniel, we find that all of Jeremiah's fears were realized. His people 
were invaded, conquered and taken into captivity by the mighty Babylonians…the Holy 
City of Jerusalem was completely destroyed with many of the most precious treasures 
(including the children) taken into the palace to be defiled by King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
What on earth does this have to do with our day and time? Well, I believe with all my 
heart that God is preaching, warning, pleading, and trying to wake up our nation to no 
avail! We have had the riches of availability of the Word of God…freedom to worship as 
we please…prosperity unlike any time in history…yet, our nation has turned away from 
its God! We are much like people of Jeremiah/Daniel’s time. Take a look at Jeremiah 2: 
11-13…  
 
“Has a Nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my people 
have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols. Be appalled at this, O heavens, and 
shudder with great horror, My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken 
me, the spring of living water, (Looking toward human traditions and human ideas…the 
human “god” of education!) and have dug their own cisterns, (their own approaches, 
ideas, and philosophies rather than going to the source of LIVING water!) broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water.” 
 
Much has occurred the last years in our culture. The erosion of our culture as we know it 
has finally come to catastrophic proportions! We find that all areas of our life as we know 
it have somehow changed from our traditional way of life which was centered around 
God’s values or more commonly known today as “family values” to a culture centered on 
Government and institutional life. Every year, I see more and more families pouring 
 out of the public schools, not real sure what is wrong…but knowing that it is not 
working anymore.  Even as of late, the popular question of discussion is “WHY are 
children, mere children, committing horribly cruel crimes?”  Why is the church 
ineffective and powerless to affect change in our culture that is increasingly moving away 
from our God? 
 
What has happened? Our Nation has changed its god! Our people have exchanged their 
glory for a worthless and empty way of life! We have refused to go to the Spring of 
Living Water for all our sustenance. Instead, we have dug our own cisterns, which cannot 
even hold water, much less keep us going as a people! 
 
It is time for the remnant of God to get real serious about their faith. I have felt a deep, 
urgent need within to go beyond my basic teaching of skills, delight-directed studies, and 
basic daily discipleship with my children to freshly prepare my children anew to live in a 
new century…one devoid of the Christian Worldview. One of the things that the 
Lord has quickened in my heart and soul is the need to prepare my children to be such 
children that they could purpose not to defile themselves regardless of the 
temptations…that they could stand firm in their purpose come what may…even possibly 
martyrdom. I feel such a sickness in my soul. I fear that it cannot be communicated in 
mere words. The seriousness of the task lying before our children…the great evil building 
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up around us in the light of the one world government we are currently living in…the 
grief that fills your heart as you think of the fiery furnace that our children must 
pass through to try their faith…the yes, more than a possibility of our children facing 
martyrdom, almost an assurance that they must if they will be found faithful. This all 
brings me to my knees in humble prayers that God will help me to use these days wisely 
to prepare them to stand for Him come what may! 
 
We can easily look back to the story of Daniel and see the wickedness of Babylon. We 
can certainly understand why he did not want to conform to the ways and foods and ideas 
of Babylon! But, it is quite different to look at our culture and purpose to not conform. 
After all, we still have the words “In God We Trust” on all our money…and well; it 
could not be that bad to let our children be exposed to the real world as long as they 
minister to others…right? Wrong! 
 
David Quine wrote in his awesome book Let Us Highly Resolve, “The objective was to 
replace the thoughts and ideas he had grown up with as Truth with a complete set of new 
ideas. His heart and mind were to be conformed to the thoughts and ideas, to the Laws 
and Customs of this new country.” 
 
In the last 150 years, we have seen a battle waging for the hearts, souls, and minds of the 
children. It has been a public battle, but the church has gone to sleep! Asleep in the midst 
of the battle! Yes, asleep! Wooed to sleep by the Enemy himself! Battle? Sure, the battle 
as on when John Cotton declared, “Take the Children!” Compulsory Education, the 
means to take the children, was resisted vehemently by the parents. John Taylor Gatto 
wrote in his book Dumbing Us Down, “It was resisted—sometimes with guns—by an 
estimated eighty percent of the Massachusetts population, the last outpost in Barnstable 
on Cape Cod not surrendering its children until the 1880’s, when the area was seized by 
militia and children marched to school under guard.” (Sound like Daniel’s story here?) 
The ideas of the parents could never be changed to accept a one-world “utopia” but the 
children were another story. It would only take 4 generations later to get to our 
generation…now what do you think about tomorrow’s generation?  
 
We have gone to sleep. The Christian Worldview is no longer distinct in our culture. 
Even the dearest Christians are unable at times to separate Truth from the Opinions and 
“Reasoning” of our Culture! What about us? What about our children? Would our 
children be able to “purpose” not to defile themselves?  Daniel was so pure that he would 
not even defile himself with food and drink! Are our children prepared to remain firm in 
their convictions? Do we even dare to be different enough today that they would be any 
different by their convictions? Are they so firm that they are willing to suffer unknown 
circumstances rather than move from their convictions? Are they so firm in their 
Worldview that they could withstand the teaching of another Worldview possibly without 
access to the Word of God…and still stand firm? Are their hearts fixed upon the One 
True and Living God? I prayed for six months for the Lord to give me a Scripture of His 
purpose for our ministry. He recently gave me the awesome verse found in Colossians 2: 
2-8… 
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“My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that 
they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may 
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in Whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. (My Goal, My purpose is to encourage you in heart and 
encourage you to be united in love and come to understand God more fully! But, why?) I 
tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though 
I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how 
orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. So then, just as 
you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in 
Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and basic principles of this world 
rather than on Christ.” 
 
This is a time in which Truth is perverted by fine-sounding arguments…hollow and 
deceptive philosophy…human tradition…and basic principles of this world as never 
before! It is very difficult to really discern Truth in the midst of all the voices! But, we 
must not only discern Truth but we must instill it in the heart, soul, and mind of our 
children! 
 
I went to a retreat a while back. Mary Glynn Peoples was the keynote speaker. She shared 
many things that have shaped my life and ministry, but one thing sticks in my mind as I 
consider times such as this. She said that in our culture, you could liken our lives to the 
great big ocean. I must agree. The waves are raging and beating down upon many. The 
storms are torrential and wearying! She said that just as an island in the midst of the 
ocean catches the eye of the weary, the worn, and the needy…so, we must 
purpose to be an island in the midst of our culture! Isn’t this beautiful? We should catch 
their eye, as we are the ones carrying the banner of Truth! She asked us to commit to 
being islands in the midst of the roaring ocean. What do you think? Interested in 
becoming islands? Islands which bring relaxation from the trials…answers to the 
seeking…God’s wisdom to the reasoning…rest to the weary…love to the hurting…truth 
to the deceived...salvation to the lost? 
 
There has never been a more important time to become serious about our calling as the 
Body of Christ. It is vital that we forsake the pressures to conform to the traditions of 
“our” Babylon. We must determine today to teach our children God’s view of life! We 
cannot afford to sleep…to continue in the busyness of our world to the detriment of lost 
souls…to avoid responsibility…to resist the call to true discipleship…to walk past the 
hurting while hurling our judgments about them…to wound our dear servants…to 
continue dissension in the ranks…to lose our focus! We cannot afford to be 
distracted during this time in which God wants for us to prepare our children to stand 
firm in His Purpose for them in our culture! What shall we do for our Lord? Shall we 
begin in our homes? Shall we go back to the Bible for God’s View? Yes, let’s answer to 
the call to train our children in a Christian Worldview! We are here for such a time as 
this!  
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Introduction… 
Daniel…A Man of Purpose 

 
As we come to the book of Daniel, we travel back in time to 605 B.C.  This book details 
the story of a young man named Daniel who was taken from his family as a young boy to 
be trained in the King’s Palace as a future leader.  This future leader was not just any 
leader though.  He was a man of purpose.  He was a man of purity, prayer, humility, faith, 
and praise!  He took the attention off of himself so that his life would point to God for all 
glory.  In spite of difficulties that he faced, he was a man with an excellent spirit…never 
compromising…never doubting…always looking toward his God!  Because of his faith, 
God used Daniel in a mighty way to serve Him in wicked Babylon…to interpret and 
share Biblical Prophecy…and to pen the book of Daniel.  
 
As we come to the Book of Daniel, we find that due to continual disobedience to God 
Israel is taken captive by the mighty Babylonian Empire led by King Nebuchadnezzar.  
As the Babylonians capture the Israelites, they take the children and articles from the 
Jewish Temple into captivity. Four of these young children are in the spotlight in the 
book of Daniel as we study their response to temptation, persecution, and even 
promotion.   
 
The Book of Daniel show us that in spite of difficulties or upsets in our own plans, we 
can be assured that our God is in control at all times working all situations according to 
His plan!  We also find wonderful examples that encourage us to be unwavering and firm 
in our faith!  Let’s jump in… 
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Chapter One… 
Daniel…The Boy Who Purposed to Stay Pure! 

 
Lesson One: Review 
 
Today you will begin your study in the book of Daniel.  Can you share something that 
you already know about Daniel, the author of the book, or the Book of Daniel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memory Work: Daniel 1:17; 20 
 
17 “As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and 
wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.” 
20 “And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his 
realm.” 
 
Read aloud the entire passage of Daniel Chapter One. 
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Lesson Two: 
 
We know that King Jehoiakim was the leader of God’s People, the Jews.  Why would a 
loving God allow for Jehoiakim and his entire kingdom to be defeated by 
Nebuchadnezzar?  Was this besiege a surprise for God?  What had God promised His 
people? See Deuteronomy 28:15, Ezekiel 21 (especially verse 24), and Ezekiel 39: 23-24.  
For additional study, see the prophecy of this event in Jeremiah 27: 5-22. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson Three: 
 
As Nebuchadnezzar captured Judah, what did he do with the special vessels taken from 
the temple that were to be used to worship God? See verse 2 (may also see 2 Chronicles 
36:6, Jeremiah 27: 19-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


