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Dedication 
 

Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God;  

And the firmament sheweth forth His handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech,  

And night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language,  
Where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth,  
And their words to the end of the world.   

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,  
Which as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,  

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven,  

And his circuit unto the end of it:  
And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul:  
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart:  

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever:  

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.   
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:  

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.   
Moreover by them is thy servant warned:  

And in keeping of them there is great reward.   
Who can understand his errors?   

Cleanse Thou me from secret faults.   
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins;  

Let them not have dominion over me:  
Then shall I be upright,  

And I shall be innocent from the great transgression.   
 

Let the words of my mouth,  
And the meditation of my heart,  

Be acceptable in thy sight,  
O Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. 

With Love, Cindy 
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Welcome! 
 

“He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with 
His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that 

are with young.” 
 

     As I think over our years of homeschooling, I am ever amazed as I see 
over and over in every aspect of our lives—in relationships…in decisions…in 
teaching…in problems…in victories…and even in subjects—in everything, God 
has always had a distinct, specific, gentle, and completely consistent 
leadership.  The area of teaching science and nature studies has been no 
different.   
 
     In our study of science, I have found that God is completely faithful to 
come alongside of me to teach not only the children, but also me. ☺  I 
haven’t come into this area of study with a vast knowledge about nature or 
science, much less the understanding or wisdom that I would love to have.  
But, I have not needed anything—well, except a humble willingness to learn. 
 
     When I have been confused, all it has taken is for me to utter a simple 
prayer.  God has always met me at the first utterance of a need.  He has 
“gathered” me into His caring arms and “carried” me into a fullness of 
understanding that can only come from Him. 
 
     He knows my desires for “my” wisdom to develop, but He knows that this 
desire is not my heart’s passion. My heart’s passion is for my children to 
know and understand God vividly!  
  
     I think that this is why God has gently led us more and more into His 
creation.  God’s creation has brought us a knowledge and understanding of 
nature and the “subject” of science, but that is just a minute amount of the 
riches that have come our way.  We have found a rich joy in the little things 
in life.  We have been renewed by the quiet, refreshed by the gentle 
breezes, humored by the antics of little critters, challenged by the marvels, 
and awed that a God so big, so meticulous, so faithful, so constant could love 
us and work in our lives too! 
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     Whether you are new to Nature Study or one of those old-timers, our 
prayer for you and your family is that you will find this book to be a blessing.  
May it encourage you to get outside into God’s spectacular creation and get 
to know our almighty, wonderful God!!      
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Nature Study…The Easy Way! 
 
 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork.  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth 
knowledge.  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 

heard.  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to 
the end of the world!”  Psalms 19: 1-4 

 
     Could it be?  Nature declares the glory of God?  How awesome!  Truly 
there could not be any speech, language, voice, or space on earth that could 
not hear nature utter its speech and knowledge of God.  Well, except with 
me!  
 
     We began homeschooling eight years ago (now 14 years ago! CR).  My 
priority was to train up my children to serve and glorify God in all they do as 
children and throughout their entire lives.  I wanted for my children to know 
my Lord.  I set about to give my children a “Christian” education…funny to 
think how OFF I was! I equated “Christian” education with prayer and Bible 
study in school when there was so much more that God could do in our home 
with our entire family if I would just trust Him.  This is where our “ride” 
begins! 
 
     I say ride because all I have been able to do is hold on for dear life as 
God has directed us through all the turns, valleys, hills, and sometimes 
deserts of our journey homeschooling.  We have been blessed abundantly in 
the little things.  We have grown in understanding of our dear Lord in all 
areas, but none more than nature study!   
 
     I had no idea going into homeschooling that there were so many hidden 
treasures in nature that could show me the glory of God, much less that 
nature could speak truths about my Lord directly by just getting out there 
in the midst of it.  I had gone all my life thinking that “outside” was just full 
of bugs and dirt.  Except for the occasional day at the beach with my family 
(I went to sunbathe!), I had very few excursions centered around nature 
after my childhood adventures of feeding mud-pies to my siblings and making 
pine-straw houses.  I had no clue of all that I had been missing…until we 
learned about Nature Study! 
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    You have got it! We began to venture out into nature step-by-step.  I 
loved it! The only thing I knew beforehand was that trees are trees…birds 
are birds…and deer are those things that Harold and his friends spent 
money preparing to kill, but never killed! ☺ Can you believe that I felt totally 
ignorant and completely unqualified to teach my children about nature?  Oh, 
but I was beginning to find that God really could teach about Himself as we 
just slowed down to enjoy His bounty!  The rest is all history…or well, nature 
study the EASY WAY! 

 
Out-of-Doors Daily! 

 
     It was SO easy to bring into our home. The first thing that we 
implemented toward nature study in a more natural and easy manner was 
simply getting out of doors each day!  Sound simple?  It is really profound! 
 
      This was a simple idea that I gleaned from Charlotte Mason.  Charlotte 
Mason, an educator of the late 1800’s, advocated short lessons finished 
early into the day just so that the children could have plenty of time out-of-
doors.  She felt that children needed several hours each and every day just 
to do the things that simply cannot be done inside—explore, climb trees and 
mountains, exercise, hike, run, jump rocks, watch clouds, learn about 
weather, collect nature (rocks, flowers, leaves…), sing, shout, paint, watch 
animals, hunt tracks, learn natural geography, so on!  Miss Mason won my 
heart as she shared in her book that every opportunity should be seized to 
get out of doors, regardless of the time of year or the weather. She even 
felt that meals and tea should be taken outside as much as possible.  A 
woman after my heart! 
 
     This time out of doors was not limited to the children, though.  Charlotte 
recommended that the parents and teachers take a blanket outside along 
with a project to do (needlework, books, writing, and sketchbooks…) while 
the children explored around them.  She wanted for this time of the day to 
be a leisurely time for children and adults.  This time was not meant for 
lectures or lessons per say—the glorious answer to those of us with limited 
knowledge and understanding!  Rather, this time was meant for the children 
to have access to mom as they leisurely brought back their finds or 
described the intricate details of what they saw outside.  The focus was to 
be simple recognition of nature all throughout the year in all different 
seasons, to learn the life cycle of plants and animals informally as they go 
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along, and to grow in appreciation and attentiveness to the tiny details of 
God’s creation.  These ideas slowly began to teach me a different way to 
teach my children about nature and science.  They also encouraged me to 
become a “student” again! 
 

Weekly Nature Walk… 
 
     One of the first things that intrigued me was her idea of having a weekly 
nature walk.  In the PNEU (Parent’s National Education Union) schools set up 
by Charlotte Mason, the students were taken each week on a nature walk.  I 
have to be honest here as I share with you that while this idea intrigued me, 
it also intimidated me!  We are intensely busy people.  I could not figure any 
way to take more time for one more thing…well, until… 
 
     I ran across a book by Anna Comstock.  She writes in her book Handbook 
of Nature Study about what she called a field excursion (try that one for 
your record keeping!),  

 
“It is a mistake to think that a half day is necessary for a field 
lesson, since a very efficient field trip may be made during the 
ten or fifteen minutes at recess.”   

 
     This was the key!  My major hindrance!  In the busyness of our daily lives, 
I was the very one to put off nature walks and hikes because I simply did 
not always have a whole afternoon to devote to nature study each week.  Not 
to mention, we live in the Southern United States where HEAT and 
HUMIDITY can stifle out any hope of a nature walk if you are as wimpy as I 
am!  But, comfort of all comfort—nature walks can be just as simple or just 
as complex as we have time and energy for!  They can take place at any time 
of the day and they do not have to take all day to instill the lessons that 
they provide.  Yes, even I could do this! 
 
     The nature walk is meant to be leisurely.  Again, it is not a time for 
lectures or lessons by the parent.  Rather, it is a time for parents and 
children to break away from the old-grind to get out in God’s beautiful 
world.  Just today, we only took 20 minutes to walk down the road and 
collect some Queen Anne’s Lace and Poison Hemlock.  We brought them back 
home, discussing and comparing them all the way.  At home, I brought out my 
Handbook of Nature Studies while they were looking at the two flowers.  I 



Nature Study The Easy Way E-Book 

13 

simply asked them to notice more carefully the differences such as the 
leaves on the stems…what made them look like lace from afar…the roots…and 
the tiny flowers, which make up the entire cluster.  We read about this 
gorgeous “weed” and were thankful that it was brought to America from 
Europe!   
 
     Although our walk resulted in a lesson, lessons are not necessary.  In 
fact, ours only resulted from our quest for more knowledge.  I know I 
shared above about my complete ignorance in the area of nature.  This is 
actually all for the best.  It limits my lectures and my explanations while 
teaching the children how mom finds out what she wants to know—I look it 
up!  You know it is really much, much better since my lack of knowledge 
forces me to disciple my children in how to learn as we go along! 
 

Hindrances to Studying Nature… 
 
     Just as this ignorance is a great strength, it has also been a hindrance.  I 
have often felt so overwhelmed by all there is to know about science and 
nature studies.  I have read so much about nature notebooks which all 
seemed to terrify me—SO much work! Another thing to do (hold on—I will 
help with that one!)! My mother always seemed to just “know” all about 
trees, flowers, plants, animals, and birds.  I felt so dumb that it was very 
difficult to get interested in this one area that I so much wanted to learn 
about.  So, my one hindrance has now become my biggest plus as I have 
learned that it is perfect that I am learning with the children.  This whole 
process is showing them where to get facts, how to learn, and at the same 
time developing deep bonds with them as we learn all of these treasures 
together for the very first time—even I can do this! 
 
     This first hindrance leads me to another hindrance—too much planning!  I 
know you are saying, “Did I read this right?  Too much planning?”  Yes, I do 
believe that this is one of my greatest hindrances.  With a true study of 
nature, planning is difficult.  I always think of the Scripture, “Many are the 
plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” 
(Proverbs 19:21, NIV)  This seems to be my life lesson!  The struggle 
between my plans and God’s best is no less of a struggle in the area of 
nature studies than the rest of my life.  For the greatest benefit, we simply 
must have random, teachable moments in our study of God’s Creation.  There 
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is always something new that needs to be noticed.  Planning gets in the way 
of learning as we go along the way.   
 
     I know what a stickler I am for going by the plan that is in motion.  Want 
to knock me off my rocker…test my character?  Change the plan to look at a 
bug rather than collect leaves!  (Hehe!  I am really getting better!)  We 
have simply put away the plans in exchange for letting the children discover 
the treasures of God that are to be our study.  So far, this is bringing more 
than just delight in learning; we are learning recognition while becoming 
attentive to the little treasures in life.  God’s best is truly better than all of 
my best “laid” plans! 
 
     Another major hindrance has been my time!  I am often guilty of planning 
so much in our lives that I stay on the go unless I make a conscious effort to 
watch our schedule.  If not, the first area that suffers is our time for the 
beautiful things in life.   
 
     I had a common misconception about nature studies.  I have always 
thought that I needed to plan for an afternoon set aside just for our hikes, 
experiments, sketching, or enjoyment of nature.  This is just another 
hindrance from getting in touch with God’s creation.  We do need a slow pace 
in order to have time for anything beautiful in our homes, but it really does 
not require a planned outing to get the benefits of a nature walk!  We can 
simply take the children along on our daily walk around our neighborhood 
(Good news!  I read the other day that we can shape up just as well if we 
take a leisurely stroll through our neighborhood as we can if we do a power 
walk!  Why not develop relationships while developing those legs!).   
 
     We can also go to the local park.  We love our local parks here in the 
Quad Cities.  The Spring Park (Tuscumbia) has gorgeous ducks, geese, birds, 
and squirrels, which are very eager to take all of your scraps off of your 
hands. Just recently they added in a gorgeous waterfall. It is truly stunning 
all year round. The Gatman Park (Muscle Shoals) and Veteran’s Memorial 
Park (Florence) both have a wide variety of plants, trees, and birds.  We saw 
a very rare (in our area ☺) Woodpecker and his sweetheart courting at the 
Gatman Park last summer.  Don’t be fooled by the traffic of humans, these 
animals hardly notice all of us for their interest in all the goodies they find 
after we leave.  We often take a picnic lunch or even fast food for a moment 
out of doors at our parks.  We found out that our local bread store gives 



Nature Study The Easy Way E-Book 

15 

“day-old” bread away to those going to the park.  We usually stop by there 
for goodies to take along with us.  We can have a relaxing time at the park 
while taking advantage of the lessons waiting for us! 
 
     All that is really needed for nature study is consistency in using our time 
wisely so that we can see all of the beauty as the season’s change before our 
eyes.  Whether a walk around our neighborhood, a picnic, or a formal hike, 
we can have the benefits as we consistently take the time to get out-doors 
with God’s Creation. 
 
     As much as we enjoy our times that we have taken away for a nature 
break, I really think that the biggest hindrance to having a set, consistent 
nature study time has been my heart.  In my heart, I have really not thought 
that nature studies were as vital and important as all of the other things 
which we “make” time for!  I now believe that nature study is vital to all of 
us if we ever want to get to know God intimately. I believe that satan would 
love to keep us from nature.  I say this because he knows that God reveals 
so much of His character through His creation.  If he can discourage us 
from getting acquainted with nature, then he can in turn discourage us from 
really getting to know God!   
 
     I thought about this a couple of weeks ago as I watched our hen with her 
baby chicks.  One of the names of God in Hebrew is El Shaddai or in our 
language, Almighty.  This name teaches us of God’s quality of taking us under 
the shadow of His wing much like a hen does with her chicks when in danger 
or just to nurture them as they grow safely.  This name also means 
“breasted one” much like a mother taking her little infant to her breast for 
sustenance, nourishment, and comfort.  As we take time to ponder God’s 
creation, we are able to see a part of God that is revealed not by mighty 
words or lectures or sermons, but rather only in the quietness of nature.  
We miss a powerful message by not taking time to ponder creation.  We miss 
that message that when we are weary, God is our Sustenance.  When storms 
of life are raging, God is our Protector from the winds and rains and 
dangers.  When we are hungry and do not know where to turn, that God is 
our Provider giving total provision of our every need.  Yes, my heart was the 
hindrance from being able to access the very revelation of Almighty God! 
 
     What about you?  Do you have a vision for getting to know God better 
through His creation? Nature studies are a must!  They are a rich heritage 
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from the throne of God!    They are not an option that we can just fit in if 
we have time.  They are necessary to teach our children a full understanding 
about God.  They are necessary if we are to have time with our children to 
pass on who we are as we go along the way.  Nature studies are even 
necessary if we are to develop relationships with God, nature, and one 
another!  May we catch a vision of the importance of getting to know God, 
God’s creation and one another as we enter into nature study…the EASY way! 
 
 
 

At the Park!  

By Elisabeth 
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Nature Study in OUR 
Backyard...On TOP of 

Huckleberry Hill! 
 

 
     We live on a beautiful wooded lot on top of Huckleberry Hill.  It was our 
“dream” land!  I remember living in South Mississippi  (with NO mountains!), 
where Harold and I were both born and raised, dreaming about my mountain 
hide-away.  I guess that was the first indication that we would never be 
content until we found this promise land complete with our cedar house built 
lovingly by my husband. 
 
     Each season on Huckleberry Hill is completely unique.  It seems to fit our 
personalities while catering to our need for natural studies of science—all 
from the comforts of OUR backyard.  Perhaps, this chapter may draw you to 
the studies waiting for you in YOUR backyard… 
 

Variety… 
 

     Spring is tender and fresh on Huckleberry Hill as each tree variety bears 
its blooms…seemingly taking turns showing their beauty.  My favorite still 
tends to be the gorgeous Dogwoods, which sprinkle throughout our land.  
Spring also welcomes little wildflowers along the way; my favorite being the 
prolific Passion Flowers sprinkled along the roadside and fields.  The air is 
crisp and most days we spend with our windows open so the gentle breeze 
can fill our home with fresh, clean air. 
 
     As we move into summer, we usually find the air getting stuffy and humid.  
The children enjoy finding treasures as they explore.  I, yes this is truthful, 
cannot stand the heat or humidity so God has to creatively bring Nature to 
my doorstep. (Harold calls me a wimp…I say “Why get hot and stinky when 
God loves to reveal His character and provision???”) 
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Little Friends… 
 

     Just the other day, we threw out some vegetable scraps only thirty 
minutes before a raccoon stepped out onto its stage—our front yard. Less 
than 5 feet from our front door!  Not only did the children delight over Baby 
Raccoon’s antics, but so did my husband.  It made a very dear memory, 
nature always does! 
 
     This “stage” is always full of surprises courtesy of God.  Since our home 
is nestled back in the woods almost unseen by passers by, many “friends” 
come to entertain as we stay indoors.  We have had wild kittens, fluffy 
rabbits, big black crows, tender little birds, busy little squirrels, sneaky 
little foxes, majestic hawks, slithery snakes, big fat wild pigs, slow and nosy 
armadillos, and even a friendly little tree frog that visited every night on our 
front door window!  The little friends have been plentiful, but the funniest 
yet was an opossum! 
 
     One night “possum” became the center of our “nature study” as she 
climbed the tree to sit on a squirrel feeder that my husband made.  We had 
placed a loaf of “day-old” homemade wheat bread on the feeder.  Mrs. 
Possum sat contentedly on the tiny  “squirrel” chair filling her belly with our 
homemade treasures.  We giggled at how funny it looked to see a possum so 
huge on such a tiny chair…it reminded me of my son riding the rides at Chuck 
E. Cheese! 
 

Fruit of Our Labors… 
 

     Summer also brings much fruit from our spring labors as we find our 
table full of fresh vegetables.  For my husband, who doesn’t think he has 
eaten without meat and some kind of bread, we find that fresh vegetables 
entice him to fill up on our fresh zucchini, corn, squash, cucumbers, and 
tomatoes.  I think that if we gave him half the chance, he would eat a whole 
bowl of fresh peas and homemade cornbread without sharing with any of us! 
My guess is that it must be because of the pride in planting, watching the 
garden grow, picking and eating the blessings of your very own garden! 
 
     This brings me to one of our family traditions for summer…berry picking 
and jelly making!  This began when Matthew was just a baby toddling around.  
We had gorgeous blueberry bushes on our land.  Every time we would go 
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outside, Matthew would run to the bushes and pick handfuls of blueberries 
to stuff into his little bird mouth.  This “habit” never waxed old with 
Matthew.  Instead, summer is simply not summer without blueberry picking 
(well, eating!)…jelly making (Matthew’s favorite kind!)…syrup making (guess 
which kind is our favorite!)…and homemade cobbler with none other than 
blueberries mixed with pineapples! 
 

Memories… 
 

     We have precious memories of evenings with Mamaw and Papaw Rushton 
picking berries.  She had the most prolific bushes (actually ANYTHING that 
Mamaw grew was prolific and spectacular!) making the job a family affair. 
The children would pick (and gobble up!) those berries around the bottom 
and underneath the bush.  Harold and Papaw would pick berries way up at the 
top of the bushes while Mamaw and I would pick all of the ones in between.  
We would hear stories from their childhood, the day’s events, and ideas for 
cooking all of the summer dainties.  The children rarely pick berries or eat 
homemade jams and jellies without thinking back to those sweet summer 
days! 
 
     Fall on Huckleberry Hill is ushered in with magnificence!  The vast variety 
of trees brings a spectacular fall.  Everyday we wake up with the trees 
looking very different. So, we have a new yard everyday!  Our upstairs 
features two large picture windows on each end of the house.  We peep out 
front at eye level with the trees and in the back we look down our 
mountainous back yard.  Everyday we see more and more of our land as the 
lush green changes to the many colors of autumn. 
 
     Our first year home on Huckleberry Hill was simply spectacular!  I 
immediately decided that fall was my favorite season!  The leaves fell 
peacefully like snowflakes.  The crisp air invited me to once again open our 
windows to the fresh breeze, which refueled my spirit.  That first year on 
Huckleberry Hill met us with challenges in abundance, which were comforted 
through the beautiful nature all about us. I had a reversal of my tubal 
ligation, which meant that much of my time was spent slowly relaxing and 
recovering in the midst of the fall beauty.  We were building our first home, 
so my husband loved the company while he built our cedar cottage. 
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     Only three months after my surgery, we conceived our first reversal 
baby.  I was elated!  Difficulties arose as we began to lose this little blessing 
in a tubal pregnancy.  There was a struggle within my entire soul.  I cried so 
much as that year went on.  I was devastated and grieved over the changes 
to my ideas and my plans.  I was plagued with the constant question in my 
heart of “what would be going on now…” or “how would our life be if Samuel 
had lived.  I knew deep down that our life month by month would have been 
completely different.  It was terribly difficult to move on. 
 
     As fall neared again, God drew me out of my intensely paralyzing grief 
into His glorious creation.  It was the healing balm to my unsettled and 
weary soul.   
 

Gentle Healing… 
 

     One day as I was walking, God whispered to my heart that this too was 
just another season…  Another season necessary to my growth into the 
vessel that He could and would use!  I cried as I slowed down my walk to look 
at the leaves falling gracefully to the ground.  Yes, these pains…the old 
works…the old directions…even my old understanding of God and my life had 
to fall away so that in spring I could grow, blossom and bear fruit for my 
Lord! 
 
     Now, as you can guess, fall is special to me.  Just as the hill burst forth in 
brilliance of color before its rest, so I also burst into energy—cleaning 
out…setting daily schedules…preparing homemade goodies for the 
holidays…and getting ready for the comfy days of winter.  The children also 
seem to burst forth.  There are adventures and expeditions back in time. 
There are treasures to be unearthed. There are early mornings of getting up 
with Daddy to go hunting. There are little weekend retreats as the family 
goes camping. There are walks and hikes to enjoy nature. There is even 
moments of the children busy in the kitchen with dad making deer jerky!  
Things are constantly going on at the Rushton house, along with the 
constancy of God’s creation as the seasons move on season to season. 
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New Experiences… 
 
     Winter on Huckleberry Hill is a continual surprise.  The year that we built 
our house, we counted thirteen, yes thirteen, snows.  For those of you in 
areas indigenous to snow, may I add that we live in Alabama??   
 
     Harold and I were brought up in South Mississippi.  So South, that we 
were accustomed to beaches…sand…humidity…and hot, but our experience 
with snow was limited to the light dusting in the middle of the night which 
always resulted in school, work, and church being closed down for the day 
more from fun than any danger! 
 
     The first time that we actually saw snow fall during the day, we were 
captivated!  The memory is so precious of us standing in the window to watch 
the fluffy snowflakes flurry down to the ground while our toddling son just 
mumbled, “Yes, that’s snow” and continued to play.   Even after living in 
Alabama ¾ of our marriage, you still find Harold and me cuddled up in front 
of the window with steamy cups of tea or coffee while we marvel over the 
beauty that overtakes our hillside as all the trees and ground are covered 
with sparkling white.  We rarely have a Christmas without snow.  This is such 
a blessing to us since we only “dreamed” of having a white Christmas! 
 

Ingenuity… 
 
     During our snowstorms, the children become truly creative.  They make 
sleds for going down our hilly backyard.  They make contraptions for playing 
in the snow without getting their hands cold.  They also make snow families 
in the yard!  My daughter just has to make angels in the snow at least one 
good time each snowfall. It is funny to think of all the things relating to 
nature that have become a part of our traditions without a conscious effort 
on our part. ☺ 
 
     Just as we have a touch of wintry weather similar to that on our holiday 
cards, we also have days that are sheer perfection!  The temperature rises 
and we find ourselves packing up picnic baskets and heading to a park with 
great books.  We just take our lessons with us!  In our area, we have so many 
beautiful parks filled with little creatures, which entertain us while finishing 
up our scraps.  My children love Spring Park in Tuscumbia.  There are a 
multitude of gorgeous geese and ducks each with their own personality.  We 
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also take an occasional drive to Huntsville’s Big Spring Park.  The pond is 
spring fed like Tuscumbia, but it has the largest pond fish that I have ever 
seen.  The first time we ever had lunch at Big Spring Park was back when 
Matthew was a toddler.  We fed the fish pizza…that they gobbled up in one 
bite if that tells you how big they are!  We have made parks “in our own 
backyard” another special place of memory making.  
 
     So, how about your back yard?  Have you been unearthing the bounties at 
your fingertips?  Children love to play and explore.  Every single yard has its 
own “bounties” for these little “pirates” whether bounties of 
flowers…trees…rocks…or well, memories!  Why not make a memory today in 
your own back yard! 
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Whole Books EVEN For  
Nature Studies... 

 
     I have one major confession here!  I am hopelessly addicted to books!  I 
love books!  I love waking up with them and many times I go to bed with one 
in my hand. I love curling up with them in the middle of the afternoon over 
tea.  My idea of a “day away” is going to antique malls everywhere we go in 
pursuit of great old books.  I even have a bookshelf in my bathroom that I 
sit my books on while I take a bath.  Most of all, (this is my humble 
confession here) my besetting sin is that I have been known to grow 
mysteriously quiet just to keep my friends from knowing that they were 
looking at a book that I really wanted at a book sale!!!!  (evil, wicked, 
shrilling laughter here!) 
 
     What would life be like without great literature? I can only imagine as I 
think about how life changes around our home when we do not have time for 
reading.  I get to feeling almost parched.  The children get cranky and 
bored.  Life gets mundane.  We all get out of sorts!  Then, comes a great 
book!  We all find food for our minds…inspiration for our lives…ideas to 
pursue…LIFE in our studies…and most of all relationships with one another 
and with the greatest minds of all times! 
 
     We miss a vital link in the study of Nature without great books.  It is not 
that we are unable to learn about Nature firsthand outside…rather, it is 
that we can read the words of an author who loves Nature and see more 
depth in Nature than we ever saw before!  The greatest books are written 
by authors who love their subject.  They have a passion that is simply 
contagious!  They know their subjects so well that it is almost as if you were 
there yourself!  They write…not write down.  They figure that everyone who 
reads their work has a keen mind—even children. This makes them a favorite 
regardless of age or reading ability or previous interests.   
 
     A good example of a writer who absolutely adored God’s wonderful 
creation and makes you want to dig in yourself is Ernest Thompson Seton.  I 
just got my first copy of his work while I have been finishing up this book.  
When I push print, we will curl up to dig into these treasures!  Let me quote 
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him from his “Note to the Reader” in his book Wild Animals I Have Known 
so you can see why… 
 

“I believe that natural history has lost much by the vague general 
treatment that is so common.  What satisfaction would be derived 
from a ten-page sketch of the habits of Man?  How much more 
profitable it would be to devote that space to the life of some great 
man.  This is the principle that I have endeavored to apply to my 
animals.  The real personality of the individual, and his view of life are 
my theme, rather than the ways of the race in general, as viewed by a 
casual and hostile human eye.” 

 
     Doesn’t this get your attention?  Doesn’t it make you want to know what 
this man knows…spend time listening to his storehouse of wisdom?  It 
reminds me of the words of Charlotte Mason… 
 

“Let him…linger pleasantly over the history of a single man, a short 
period, until he thinks the thoughts of that man, is at home in the 
ways of that period. Though he is reading and thinking of the lifetime 
of a single man, he is really getting intimately acquainted with the 
history of a whole nation, for a whole age. Let him spend a year of 
intimacy with Alfred, ‘the truth-teller,’ with the Conqueror, with 
Richard and Saladin, or with Henry V.—Shakespeare’s Henry V.—and 
his victorious army. Let him know the great people and the common 
people, the ways of the court and of the crowd. Let him know what 
other nations were doing while we were at home doing thus and thus. 
If he comes to think that the people of another age were truer, 
larger-hearted, simpler-minded than ourselves, that the people of 
some other land were, at one time, at any rate, better than we, why, 
so much the better for him.” 

 
     In Nature Study just like History, we have a choice in what we will use 
during this precious time with our children.  We could choose an overview by 
someone who looks with no love, passion or sympathy into the creation around 
us or we could go to those who have seen the riches of the God’s bounty in 
creation.  We could choose those books that have been written by those who 
love the topic that we are studying or we could choose to go to those who 
have their list of things to know “about” rather than care “about.”  I think I 
will choose a whole, living book!   




